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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomris the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
HIrai (US 6,873,787 B1) in view of Hoover et al. (US 2002/0131611 A1). 

Claim 1 . Hirai teaches a sound information output control circuit comprising: 

digital information generation means for generating digitized sound infomiation (Figure 
1,DVD5); 

power supply control means ("power supply," column 5, line 66) 

selection means (Figure 1, switching circuit 8) for outputting a selection signal for 
outputting either the sound information of the digital information generation means or a 
signal from a receiver circuit 3. 
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However, Hirai does not explicitly teach an analog information generation means. It 
does teach a receiving circuit 3, but this receiving circuit is designed to receive work 
with a digital television broadcast, not an analog one. 

Also, Hirai does not teach that the power supply control means stops the supply of 
power to the generation means not selected. 

In the same field of endeavor, Hoover et al. teaches an analog television system 
(Figure 1) with a multitude of speakers. Speakers not being used in the system are 
capable of being shut off ("switch off a supply voltage to elements that are unused," 
[0002]). 

Therefore, since it is well known in the art that "analog television is the most prevalent 
communications medium in the world" 

(http://proquest.safaribooksonline.com/1578701775/ch01), it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to configure the receiving 
circuit of Hirai to also receive analog broadcast television signals. 

It also would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have the power supply control means stop the supply of power to the 
generation means not selected, in a similar manner taught by Hoover, in order "to 
avoid unnecessary power dissipation and heat" (Hoover, [0002]). 
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Claim 2. The modified apparatus of Hirai teaches the sound infonnation output control 
circuit according to claim -1 , wherein the digital information generation means 
reproduces the sound information from Information recorded in DVDs (Hirai, Figure 1 , 
DVD 5) or CDs. 

Claim 3. The modified apparatus of Hirai teaches the sound information output control 
circuit according to claim 1 , wherein the analog information generation means 
reproduces the sound information from a television receiving signal (Hirai, "television 
broadcast wave," column 2, lines 65-66). 

Claim 4. The modified apparatus of Hirai teaches a display unit (Hirai, Figure 1, 
display 14) provided with the sound information output control circuit disclosed 
according to claim 1, said display unit further comprising: 

built-in speakers (Hirai, Figure 1, loudspeaker 15) for outputting sound information from 
the analog information generation means, 

a first external output terminal (Hirai, Figure 1, external output terminal 11a) for 
outputting the sound information from the analog information generation means; and 
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a second external output terminal (Hirai, Figure 1, external output terminal 11b) for 
outputting the sound information from the digital information generation means. 

Claim 5. The modified apparatus of Hirai teaches the display unit according to claim 4, 
wherein the selection means comprises means for displaying the selection items on a 
screen and means for outputting the selection signal based on operation information of 
an operator associated with the selection items (Figure 1, remote controller 17). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stephen C. Hung whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1457. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30am-5pm. Every other 
Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571)272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infonnation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
ill 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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